
              
              
              
              
              
             
 
 
 
January 2019 
Welcome back. Can it really be 2019 already?  
The proceedings from the December raffle were made up to £150 from the club funds and a donation was made to 
The J’s Hospice. Many thanks to you for your generosity. On a monetary note, have you remembered to renew 
your membership? See Chris if you need a renewal form. 
Just a reminder on how you can help push the club up the google ratings by writing a couple of words on google 
maps e.g. amazing vocalist today at Chelmsford jazz club. Do let us know what you think of the future listings. 
Now for the first reference to your club’s AGM on Wednesday 27th March at 7pm in the Cramphorn theatre. We  
need at least 10 of you to come along and make the meeting quorate. The business will take about 20 minutes. 
What can you suggest we do to entice some of you along? We are looking at things you might be interested in e.g. 
some live music or a talk on an aspect of jazz. Perhaps some food? Please respond with your ideas. 
The committee are looking forward to seeing you all at the 2019 gigs and wish you all a happy, healthy year ahead. 
 
Jerry’s take on the Ellingtones gig:  
 
The cast:  
Pete Long (clarinet), Robert Fowler (tenor sax) Simon Marsh (alto sax), Enrico Tomasso & James Davison 
(trumpets), Callum Au (trombone), Colin Good (piano), Joe Pettit (bass) and Richard Pite (drums)  
1st Set: C Jam Blues, Snibor, Jeep’s Blues, Jazz Planets, Bojangles , Caravan and It Don’t Mean a Thing   
2nd Set: A Train, Blues In Orbit, Johnny Come Lately, Mood Indigo, Mainstem, In A Sentimental Mood, The Mooch   
              and Rockin’ In Rhythm    
Who doesn’t like a bit of Ellington?  The Duke had a remarkable career, his music and life spanning several genres 
of jazz and his orchestra and small groups being peerless exponents of most of them.  My own favourite Ellington 
period was the ‘Blanton-Webster’ years of 1940-42, a common enough label, but one which doesn’t draw out the 
massive contribution made to the Ellington oeuvre of that time by Billy Strayhorn who joined the Ellington 
organisation in 1939.  We were treated to Bojangles – a tribute to tap dancer Bill Robinson, aka Mister Bojangles; 
Take the A Train – a Strayhorn swinger that was adopted as the Ellington theme tune; C-Jam Blues – a ‘blowing’ 
tune that has ever since been a staple of jams wherever musicians come together; Mainstem – the original was an 
orchestral gem and is essentially a 12 bar blues with 10 bar interludes that provided opportunities for all of 
Ellington’s star soloists to state their case, this version likewise providing opportunities for the entire band, apart 
from Richard, to make a solo statement; and finally from this period another Strayhorn composition, Johnny Come 
Lately – which did provide Richard with the opportunity to strut his stuff.  Before I move away from this classic 
Ellington period and its association with virtuoso bassist Jimmy Blanton, I have to make special mention of Joe 
Pettit’s bass playing throughout this gig – he played entirely acoustically throughout the gig, no amp and no feed 
into the house P.A. and with marvellous drive and swing that propelled the nine piece band through the entire 
concert. 
Earlier Ellington compositions that were presented by Pete’s band included Caravan from 1936 and jointly credited 
to Ellington and his valve trombonist, Puerto Rican, Juan Tizol – this version provided an opportunity for Richard to 
wield his mallets when setting up the familiar misterioso latin vibe on his tom-toms.; It Don’t Mean A Thing from 
1931 – giving Rico the chance to demonstrate his scat chops, solos from both trumpets, trombone  and a stomping 
tenor sax solo from Robert;  Mood Indigo from 1930 was originally entitled Dream Blues and Pete told us how it 
had been created from a motif used in a clarinet tutor that was expanded on by Barney Bigard – the song opened 
with the familiar ‘shimmering harmonic pool of loveliness’  presented by clarinet, trumpet & trombone, Simon 
Marsh took an alto chorus that was very reminiscent of Johnny Hodges; In a Sentimental Mood from 1935 was used 
as a feature for Enrico’s trumpet and a fine job he did too; the earliest of Ellington’s songs presented by Pete today 
was The Mooche from 1928 – this is an example of Ellington’s Jungle Music’ from the Cotton Club era and featured 
Rico and Callum playing plunger mutes in the style of Bubber Miley; Rockin’ In Rhythm was the last of Duke’s early 
works featured by Pete’s band – this was the gig closer and a storming performance featuring Callum’s trombone 
work. 
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Snibor, Jeep’s Blues and Blues in Orbit were the three later Ellington/Strayhorn compositions featured during the 
gig.  Snibor, dedicated to a music publisher friend of Billy Strayhorn  was, I believe, written later in the 1940’s – Pete 
pointed out that the same trick of reversing the dedicatees name hadn’t been such a success with the piece written 
for Lana Turner!  Pete’s rendition of Blues In Orbit (from 1959) had a wonderful noirish feel reminiscent of the 
mood music that might be associated with a British crime thriller from the 1960’s starring Richard Attenborough or 
Patrick McGoohan.  This again featured plunger solos on trumpet and trombone before a lovely spare, laid back 
and bluesy piano solo from Colin Good with able support from Joe Pettit and Richard Pite who sounded every bit 
like Sam Woodyard.  Anyone who has heard ‘Ellington At Newport’, the 1956 album that re-ignited Duke’s 
popularity will be familiar with Jeep’s Blues, a marvellous  Johnny Hodges vehicle that was taken up in fine style by 
Simon Marsh; listening to his swoops and slides and the burnished ‘honey’ in his tone, you could have been 
forgiven for closing your eyes and imagining it was ‘Rabbit’ himself on the stage.  As I remarked at the beginning of 
this piece; ‘who doesn’t like a bit of Ellington'? 
 
Next concert 
13th January:     Geoff Simkins with John Pearce, Dave Green and Steve Brown 
 
Future events  
Chelmsford Jazz Club  12.15pm (£12 / £16 / £5 under 18 unless otherwise stated)  
 
10th February:    Alan Barnes with Robin Aspland (piano), Andrew Cleyndert (bass) and Sebastian de Krom (drums)  
3rd March: Zoe Francis (vocals) with Jim Mullen (guitar), John Pearce (piano), bass tbc. 
7th April: tbc 
12th May: Sweet Chorus featuring John Etheridge and David Kelbie (guitars), Chris Garrack (violin) and  

Pete Townsend (bass) 
Spikes Place 
Email:  susan_may@btinternet.com  www.myspace.com/spikesplacejazzclub    
Advance booking: Susan 01245 420475   
The Jazz Centre UK, Beecroft Arts Gallery. Victoria Avenue, Southend. SS2 6EX   
01702 215169 (Thursdays and Saturdays only) or telephone 01245 420475.    (2.00 -4.00pm)     £10 (students £5) 
26th January:   Anita Wardell with the Robin Aspland Trio 
The Bardswell, Weald Road, Brentwood. CM14 4TJ         8pm      (£15 / £12 unless otherwise stated) 
8th January:          Anita Wardell with the Robin Aspland Trio 
15th January:        Derek Nash quartet 
22nd January:       Simon Spillett with the Ted Beament Trio  
Saffron Walden Hotel. High Street, Saffron Walden. CB10 1AZ    8.30pm       (£12)     
17th January:  Derek Nash Quartet 
Club Langley. 2, Hawksbrook Lane, Beckenham.  Kent BR3 3SR.  8.30pm   (£15 / £12 unless otherwise stated) 
10th January:  Bobby Worth’s 70th Birthday Bash:  

Alan Barnes (sax) Bruce Adams (trumpet) and the Bobby Worth Trio     (£16 / £13 including buffet) 
24th January: Derek Nash quartet 
 
Colchester Arts Centre Jazz Club (£14/£12) 7.30pm CJC members - concessionary rate with proof of membership. 
13th January: Dave Lewis’ 1UP featuring Lizzie Deane  
27th January: Routes into jazz with Dizzie Reece 
 
And finally…. 
 

 Visit our website www.chelmsfordjazzclub.co.uk.       
For member areas only Login details:     User Name: cjcmember    Password: CH3lmsfordE553x   
(4th character is lower-case L not number 1.  Note the two fives near the end)   

 Contact Chris, our webmaster at :  chrisadgo@hotmail.com  

 Checkout  the Chelmsford Jazz Club Facebook page 

 Get twittering on: twitter@chelmsfordjazz 

 Checkout the Jazz archive at Beecroft Art Gallery in Victoria Avenue, Southend. SS2 6EX.                                      

01702 215169  Email southendjazzcentre@gmail.com   Website: thejazzcentreuk.co.uk 

 Any feedback? Contact us at: sallyleone@sky.com or speak to any committee member at a gig. 

 Bring a friend!! 
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