
              
              
              
              
              
             
 
 
February 2019 
Whoops, the April gig featuring the Matt Wates quartet is on Sunday 14th April, not the 7th as previously given.  
Would you like to win 2 complimentary tickets for the April gig? Then just come along to your club’s AGM on 
Wednesday 13th March at 7.30pm in the Cramphorn theatre to be entered into the draw at the AGM.  
As previously discussed in past newsletters, the committee are looking at ways to increase gig attendance. To this 
end, it has been suggested that the gig time moves to 2-4.15pm. Your feedback on this is needed so there will be a 
form at the Alan Barnes gig on which you can to express your views. The matter will also be addressed at the AGM 
when the committee hope a decision can be made. A later start would be welcomed by the musicians as they are 
often coming from gigs that go on until late on a Saturday night. If this idea is adopted, it would also be subject to 
theatre bookings as to when the new times could be adopted. 
Just to point out that if you have forgotten to renew your membership for 2019 then the theatre will charge you 
non membership prices from March. 
We are doing well on the search engine ratings but please help the club to maintain its position by submitting a 
review on google/Essex maps. It can be as brief as “heard a great band today….” or “looking forward to….” 
Ian’s take on the Geoff Simkins gig:   
This concert was originally planned for Scott Hamilton with this familiar rhythm section (John Pearce, Dave Green 
and Steve Brown). Unfortunately Scott was unavailable and cancelled some time ago. The rhythm section 
suggested they’d like to play with Geoff Simkins as an alternative. He may not be one of the better-known names 
on the circuit, but he’s been around a long time and has been a first-choice player for many visiting Americans - the 
ever-reliable Wikipedia lists Art Farmer, Bobby Shew, Al Cohn, Tal Farlow, Slide Hampton, Warren Vache, Al 
Grey, Kenny Davern, Bill Berry, Al Casey, Howard Alden, Ruby Braff, Bill Coleman and Conte Candoli. Experience like 
that has to show, and it did. 
As the band came on stage I noticed that Steve Brown has added a new cymbal to his usual travelling drummer’s 
set of two. It’s one of those moth-eaten ones full of holes that cymbal makers started selling to rock drummers 
some years ago, the idea being that they give a faster “attack” and a shorter “sustain” as there is less metal. 
They’ve started to appear on jazz kits rather more over the last year or three. 
Right from the start Geoff impressed with a light clean sound on the alto sax He’s one of the people who has the 
mouthpiece angled across to the right rather than pointing straight ahead, and he plays with his eyes closed – or at 
least so nearly closed that I couldn’t tell the difference from my table near the front. Not a huge deal, but the lack 
of eye contact with the audience doesn’t help the engagement and involvement that is such an important part of 
live jazz in a small venue. 
They opened with Irving Berlin’s ‘How Deep is the Ocean?’ John Pearce usually seems to know the chords for any 
song you can name, only occasionally relying on a postcard-size aide-memoire. This time he had a full-size sheet of 
music in front of him. Charlie Parker’s ‘Anthropology’ followed at an appropriately fast tempo for a bebop classic. 
Pearce took a fine solo with Steve dropping bass drum “bombs” in true bebop style. All three rhythm players were 
clearly enjoying themselves, with Steve’s grin even wider than usual. Geoff had a solo with bass only, Steve joining 
in on brushes and switching to sticks to bring John in to join the fun. Jobim’s ‘If You Never Come to Me’ was a slow 
bossa nova with Steve playing varying patterns with mallets on his toms rather than the usual steady tick in one 
hand and bossa pattern in the other (that’s “ONE and two AND three and FOUR and one and TWO and three AND 
four and”, by the way). Interestingly different. Dave Green had a rich, dark-toned and melodic solo. 
Cole Porter’s ‘Everything I Love’ had a lengthy duet between sax and drums. I was reminded of the even lengthier 
tenor and drums duets that John Coltrane and Elvin Jones used to do, but there wasn’t actually very much in 
common musically. Billy Strayhorn’s ‘Chelsea Bridge’ had more than a hint of Johnny Hodges rich creamy sound and 
swoops and slides, and finished with a great solo cadenza/coda from Geoff. The first set ended with Lee Konitz’s Bb 
blues ‘Cork’n’Bib’. Konitz is listed in several places online as one of Geoff’s main influences. 
After the interval, things continued in much the same way – good saxophone quartet music in pretty standard form 
– head, solos round the band, exchange some 8s and 4s, sax solo coda to finish. We had Sammy Cahn’s ‘Be My 
Love’, Charlie Haden’s ‘Waltz for Ruth’, and I didn’t catch the name of a Latin-flavoured Joe Henderson number 
which included a drum solo played with hands that hinted at Indian music as well as South American congas and 
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bongos.  It was about here when I noticed that although Dave Green was shuffling through all the sheets of music 
on his stand for most of the numbers, John still had that same single sheet untouched in front of him… 
Vernon Duke’s ‘Autumn in New York’ led onto another Konitz piece ‘Subconscious Lee’. During that I wrote in my 
notes “Lots of different influences in the choices, but somehow it all ends up sounding the same…” I was thinking 
about the Whitney Balliett line about jazz being “the sound of surprise” and that there hadn’t been much surprise 
around – and then they produced a totally unexpected sudden ending that took the whole audience by surprise! 
The show finished by going back to Bird for his blues ‘Chi-Chi’ in the unusual key of Ab. 
Although there were unusual and unexpected things here and there it was largely formulaic small group 
mainstreamish jazz. But there’s nothing wrong with a formula when it’s delivered with obvious enjoyment by such 
masters of their art, and can embrace such a range as Parker’s bebop, Charlie Haden, the West Coast Cool of Lee 
Konitz, Billy Strayhorn, and several masters of the Great American Songbook. Even after writing this I’m still not 
quite sure why I felt that all these different influences were being sucked into a whirlpool and blended into a 
beautifully packaged sameness. But I have realised that what that band really needs is another front-line player – a 
tenor or a trumpet, maybe – for Geoff to bounce off and to push him in different directions. But that’s just one 
point of view. The audience seemed very happy, and if any of them arrived thinking “It’s a pity Scott couldn’t make 
it,” I doubt they were still thinking that as they left. 
Next concert 
10th February:    Alan Barnes with Robin Aspland (piano), Andrew Cleyndert (bass) and Sebastian de Krom (drums)  
Future events  
Chelmsford Jazz Club  12.15pm (£12 / £16 / £5 under 18 unless otherwise stated)  
3rd March: Zoe Francis (vocals) with Jim Mullen (guitar), John Pearce (piano), bass tbc. 
14th April: Matt Wates (sax) with Leon Greening (piano), Julian Bury (bass)and Matt Fishwick (drums) 
12th May: Sweet Chorus featuring John Etheridge and David Kelbie (guitars), Chris Garrack (violin) and  

Pete Townsend (bass) 
2nd June: TBA 
Spikes Place 
Email:  susan_may@btinternet.com  www.myspace.com/spikesplacejazzclub    
Advance booking: Susan 01245 420475   
The Jazz Centre UK, Beecroft Arts Gallery. Victoria Avenue, Southend. SS2 6EX   
01702 215169 (Thursdays and Saturdays only) or telephone 01245 420475.    (2.00 -4.00pm)     £10 (students £5) 
23rd February:   Osian Roberts (sax), Graham Harvey (piano), Simon Wolf (bass) and Sebastiaan Krom (drums) 
The Bardswell, Weald Road, Brentwood. CM14 4TJ         8pm      (£15 / £12 unless otherwise stated) 
5th February:        Matt Skelton celebrates ‘Shelley Manne’ featuring Mark Crooks (sax), Jim Davidson (trumpet),   
                               Leon Greening (piano), Conor Chaplin (bass) and Matt Skelton (drums)       (£16 / £13) 
12th February:      Christian Brewer with Nico Merci (piano), Marco Marizola (bass) and Lee Barbien (drums) 
Saffron Walden Hotel. High Street, Saffron Walden. CB10 1AZ    8.30pm       (£12)     
21st February:  Osian Roberts (sax), Graham Harvey (piano), Simon Wolf (bass) and Sebastiaan Krom (drums) 
Club Langley. 2, Hawksbrook Lane, Beckenham.  Kent BR3 3SR.  8.30pm   (£15 / £12 unless otherwise stated) 
7th February:   Matt Skelton celebrates ‘Shelley Manne’ featuring Mark Crooks (sax), Jim Davidson (trumpet),   
                              Leon Greening (piano), Conor Chaplin (bass) and Matt Skelton (drums)       (£16 / £13) 
14th February:    Jo Harrop and Chris Dean Quintet      (8.00pm) 
28th February: Sue Richardson Quartet 
Colchester Arts Centre Jazz Club (£14/£12) 7.30pm CJC members - concessionary rate with proof of membership. 
3rd February:     Wendy Kirkland: piano diva   
The Jazz Mix: Maritime Room at the Cliffs Pavilion      (8.30pm)  Mick Crook:  07786 941884 
13th February: Neil Angilley Trio with special guest Snowboy      (£16) 
27th February:    Chris Standring      (£17) 
And finally…. 

 Visit our website www.chelmsfordjazzclub.co.uk.       
For member areas only Login details:     User Name: cjcmember    Password: CH3lmsfordE553x   
(4th character is lower-case L not number 1.  Note the two fives near the end)   

 Contact Chris, our webmaster at :  chrisadgo@hotmail.com  

 Checkout  the Chelmsford Jazz Club Facebook page 

 Get twittering on: twitter@chelmsfordjazz 

 Checkout the Jazz archive at Beecroft Art Gallery in Victoria Avenue, Southend. SS2 6EX.                                      

01702 215169  Email southendjazzcentre@gmail.com   Website: thejazzcentreuk.co.uk 

 Any feedback? Contact us at: sallyleone@sky.com or speak to any committee member at a gig. 
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